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Josh is a Care Experienced student at college studying an HNC in Music. Music has always been a

passion of his and he knew from a young age that he wanted to be a musician. Education was, and is, an

important part of Josh’s life. He has decided to share his learning journey with us, to help us gain an

understanding of education through the lens of a Care Experienced student. 
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Josh  has  pos i t ive  memor ies  of  both  pr imary  and  secondary  school .  He

reca l l s ,  “School  was  a lways  a  g o o d  d i s t r a c t i o n  f rom  my  outs ide  l i fe ,  i t

was  someth ing  I  had  c o n t r o l  over  in  my  l i fe” .  Josh  moved  in to  a  care

p lacement  when  he  was  in  secondary  school .  This  was  when  Josh

sta r ted  to  face  bar r ie rs  to  his  educat ion .  “ I  had  a  few  bar r ie rs  at  school

but  the  main  ones  were  a lways  when  I  w a s  m o v i n g  t o  a  d i f f e r e n t

p l a c e m e n t .  I t  was  somet imes  h a r d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  whi ls t  th ink ing

about  moving” .  

 S C H O O L  -  J O S H  M O V E S  I N T O  C A R E
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Josh ’s  favour i te  sub jects  at  school  were  Music  and  P.E .  H e

r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  p e r f o r m i n g  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  s h o w s  and  was  cast

in  main  ro les  in  severa l  product ions  inc lud ing  H a i r s p r a y  and

W e  W i l l  R o c k  Y o u .  Josh  had  g o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  s o m e  o f

h i s  t e a c h e r s  and  remembers  most  of  them  being

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  h e l p f u l  t o w a r d s  h i m .  Josh

ga ined  his  Nat iona ls  in  S4  and  Highers  in  S5 .
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Josh  dec ided  to  l e a v e  s c h o o l  hal fway  th rough  his  6th

year  in  January  2019 .  He  had  j u s t  t u r n e d  1 7  and  had

come  of f  his  C o m p u l s o r y  S u p e r v i s i o n  O r d e r .  At  th i s

t ime ,  Josh  moved  in to  his  own  house .  

D E C I D E S  T O  L E A V E  S C H O O L  A T  1 7  

*

*A  C o m p u l s o r y  S u p e r v i s i o n  O r d e r  i s  a  l e g a l  d o c u m e n t  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t

t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  a n d  h e l p i n g  t h e

y o u n g  p e r s o n .  I t  i s  p u t  i n  p l a c e  b y  e i t h e r  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  H e a r i n g  o r  a

S h e r i f f  u n d e r  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  H e a r i n g s  ( S c o t l a n d )  A c t  2 0 1 1 .  A

C o m p u l s o r y  S u p e r v i s i o n  O r d e r  t e r m i n a t e s  w h e n  a  y o u n g  p e r s o n  t u r n s

1 8 .



MODERN APPRENTICESHIP
 

In  January  2019 ,  Josh  s ta r ted  a  M o d e r n  A p p r e n t i c e s h i p

with  Who  Cares?  Scot land  as  a  Par t ic ipat ion  Ass is tant

based  in  Glasgow.  This  was  a  12 -month  post  dur ing

which  t ime  Josh  completed  a  work -based  SVQ  3  in

Chi ld ren  and  Soc ia l  Work .  Josh  a lso  acqui red  many  new

sk i l l s  tha t  would  e n h a n c e  h i s  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d

b o o s t  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  s e l f - e s t e e m .  

M O D E R N

A P P R E N T I C E S H I P

B E G I N S  A  M O D E R N  A P P R E N T I C E S H I P



NC MUSIC
 

As  the  Modern  Apprent icesh ip  pos i t ion  was  t ime - l im i ted

to  12  months ,  J o s h  b e g a n  m a k i n g  p l a n s  t o  t r a n s i t i o n

b e f o r e  h i s  t i m e  i n  p o s t  e n d e d .  Josh  dec ided  tha t  he

wanted  to  re turn  to  educat ion .  “ I  knew  I  could  s tudy

more  and  gain  more  qual i f i ca t ions  tha t  could  l and  me  in

a  more  s tab le  job  in  the  fu ture .”  Josh  looked  fo r  courses

that  s ta r ted  in  January  2020  and  appl ied  to  co l lege  to

s tudy  a  6 -month  access  course  in  NC  Music ,  SCQF  Leve l

6 .  Josh  found  the  appl ica t ion  process  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,

and  he  was  a lso  prov ided  s o m e  s u p p o r t  to  do  th i s .

N C  M U S I C

E N T E R S  C O L L E G E  T O  S T U D Y  N C  M U S I C



NC MUSIC
 

Josh  ident i f ied  as  a  C a r e  E x p e r i e n c e d  s t u d e n t  on  his

c o l l e g e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  and  rece ived  an  e m a i l  and

f o l l o w  u p  c a l l  f rom  the  Care  Exper ienced  named  contact

a t  the  co l lege .  Josh  then  r e c e i v e d  f u n d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e

c o l l e g e  which  he  was  ent i t led  to  due  to  his  care

exper ience .  However ,  in  rece iv ing  fund ing ,  Josh 's  loca l

author i ty  i n c o r r e c t l y  a s s e s s e d  t h i s  a s  a n  i n c o m e  a n d

s t o p p e d  p a y i n g  h i s  r e n t .  This  had  a  s ign i f icant  impact  on

Josh  as  he  then  had  to  f ind  a  way  to  pay  his  rent .  

N C  M U S I C

F A C I N G  F I N A N C I A L  B A R R I E R S  
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HNC MUSIC
 

COVID -19  hi t  ear ly  on  in  Josh ’s  course  and  the  co l lege

turned  to  onl ine  teach ing .  Josh ,  however ,  had  l i m i t e d

a c c e s s  t o  d i g i t a l  e q u i p m e n t  and  th i s  impacted  on  his

ab i l i ty  to  complete  some  course  work .  Despi te  th i s ,  he

success fu l ly  completed  his  NC.  Josh  progressed  in to  HNC

Music  af te r  the  summer  break  and  was  given  s o m e  s u p p o r t

f r o m  a  f r i e n d  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  S A A S  C a r e  E x p e r i e n c e d

S t u d e n t  B u r s a r y .  Josh  i s  happy  to  be  rece iv ing  th i s

f inanc ia l  suppor t ,  and  t h e  b u r s a r y  i s  n o t  v i e w e d  b y  t h e

l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  a s  a n  i n c o m e ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l

r e s u m e  p a y i n g  h i s  r e n t .  

C O M P L E T E S  N C  M U S I C  A N D  B E G I N S  H N C  M U S I C  
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FUTURE ASPIRATIONS
 

Josh  i s  a l ready  plann ing  beyond  his  HNC.  Josh  wants  to

s tudy  m u s i c a l  t h e a t r e  a t  u n i v e r s i t y .  He  asp i res  to  go

t r a v e l l i n g  af te r  his  degree .  He  has  a lso  cons idered

becoming  an  a d v o c a t e  f o r  C a r e  E x p e r i e n c e d  p e o p l e  in

the  fu ture .  Josh  fee ls  he  i s  in  a  good  place  jus t  now,  as  he

says ,  “ I  persona l ly  bel ieve  I  h a v e  t h e  s u p p o r t  I  n e e d  r i g h t

n o w .  The  suppor t  f rom  co l lege ,  Who  Cares?  Scot land  and

Nor th  Ayrsh i re  Throughcare  i s  making  i t  poss ib le  fo r  me  to

s t u d y  a n d  e n j o y  w h a t  I ’ m  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t .”
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Josh values education and wants to make the most of this opportunity. “Education is important to me as

it’s a factor in my life, and most people’s lives, that we as people get to control. We’re in control of the

way we think about education and we’re in control about how we use the information we take in.

Personally, education is a pathway to success that I want to achieve”.

 

Josh states that being Care Experienced has impacted his life in many ways, including his learning

journey through education, “I definitely do think that being Care Experienced has impacted my education

over the years, but it has also helped me to view the world in a different light”.

 

J O S H
REFLECTIONS  ON  HIS  EDUCATION  AND  CARE  EXPERIENCE  



 

Josh thrived when given the opportunity to perform in his school shows. Support and

encourage Care Experienced people to explore and enjoy their passions and talents. 

School and college can be a good distraction, but sometimes it can also be hard to focus

when there are stressors outside of education, such as moving placement . Be mindful of what

a Care Experienced person might be facing, and be ready to offer help if they need it. 

Josh's education was impacted when he struggled to pay his rent due to an incorrect

assessment of his college funding. Be aware of what financial support a Care Experienced

person is entitled to, and support them to access it. Alternatively, if unsure, connect them with

someone who can support with this, such as an advocate or Student Adviser.  

J O S H
KEY  LEARNINGS

U N D E R S T A N D  T H E  I M P A C T  O F  C A R E  E X P E R I E N C E

E N C O U R A G E  T A L E N T  

B E  A W A R E  O F  P O S S I B L E  F I N A N C I A L  B A R R I E R S  



Josh really benefitted from well-managed transitions, from carefully planning next steps to

receiving support in completing applications and moving into his own house. Offer tailored

support and guidance in navigating applications and transitions as well as future planning.

Josh struggled at college when he didn't have access to digital equipment and his course

moved online. Not all Care Experienced students reach out for support - it is important to

check in to make sure they have all they need to continue with their course work.

Josh self-declared as Care Experienced at college and received support all through his time

at college, including financially. Make sure that students are aware of what Care Experienced  

means, and the support available to them if they self-declare.
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B E  P R O A C T I V E

P L A N  A N D  S U P P O R T  T R A N S I T I O N S

E N C O U R A G E  S T U D E N T S  T O  S E L F - D E C L A R E


